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Response to Amendment 



1. 



This action is responsive to the amendment filed on September 06, 2005. 



Claims 1-3 and 9-20 have been amended. Claims 1-20 are now pending. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, 
subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 



invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims are directed to a 
data signal embodied in a carrier wave. A data signal is not tangible and does not 
belong to one of the statutory categories. See MPEP 2106. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



2. 



Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
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Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 



3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Saitou et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,789,078) hereinafter referred as Saitou. 

Saitou teaches the invention as claimed including a system for managing 
registered member information in membership site on the Internet and relates 
more particularly to technology for centrally managing member information (See 
abstract). 

As to claim 1, Saitou teaches a server device comprising: 

a user-information storage section which stores in advance user 

information regarding at least one user to be a new member of a system (Fig. 1 , 

101, Saitou discloses user-information storage section); 

a communications section which sends and receives predetermined 

information to and from at least one user terminal through a communications 

network (Fig. 1 , Saitou discloses communication section sending and receiving 

information through communications netowrk); 
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an input-form sender which sends input-form information for inputting ID 
(identification) information for identifying said at least one user in a 
predetermined ID-form, to said at least one user terminal through said 
communications section (Column 5, lines 8-67, Saitou discloses input-form 
sender which sends input-form); 

an ID-information receiver which receives the ID information from said at 
least one user terminal through said communications section, in association with 
said input-form information sent by said input-form sender (Column 5, lines 8-67, 
Saitou discloses ID-information receiver which receives ID information); 

an information acquirer which acquires the user information corresponding 
to said at least one user from said user-information storage section, in 
association with the ID information received by said ID-information receiver 
(Column 6, lines 1-51, Saitou discloses information acquirer which acquires the 
user informaiton); 

a member-form sender which (1) sets the user information acquired by 
said information acquirer in member-form information used for inputting member 
information to generate thereby member form information having at least part of 
the member information set therein, and (2) sends the generated member form 
information to said at least one user terminal through said communications 
section (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, lines 51, Saitou discloses setting user 
information acquired by said information acquirer); 
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a member-information receiver which receives the member information, 
sent from said at least one user terminal in association with said user information 
and member-form information sent by said member-form sender, through said 
communications section (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, lines 51, Saitou discloses 
member-information receiver which receives the member information); and 

a member-information storage section which stores the member 
information received by said member-information receiver (Column 9, lines 34- 
52, Saitou discloses member-information storage section which stores the 
member information). 

As to claim 2, Saitou teaches a server device comprising: 

a user-information storage section which stores in advance user 

information regarding at least one user to be a new member of a system (Fig. 1 , 

101); 

a communications section which sends and receives predetermined 
information to and from at least one user terminal and at least one sales-staff 
terminal which are connected with each other through a communications network 
(Fig. 1); 

an input-form sender which sends input-form information for inputting ID 
information for identifying said at least one user in a predetermined ID-input form, 
to said at least one user terminal through said communications section (Column 
5, lines 8-67); 
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an ID-information receiver which receives the ID information sent from 
said at least one user terminal in association with the input-form information sent 
by said input-form sender, through said communications section (Column 5, lines 
8-67); 

an information acquirer which acquires the user information corresponding 
to said at least one user from said user-information storage section, in 
association with the ID information received by said ID-information receiver 
(Column 6, lines 1-51); 

a member-form sender which (1) sets the user information acquired by 
said information acquirer in member-form information used for inputting member 
information to generate thereby member form information having at least part of 
the member information set therein, and (2) sends the generated member form 
information to the at least one user terminal through said communications section 
(Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, lines 51); 

a member-information receiver which receives the member information, 
sent from said at least one user terminal in association with the user information 
and the member-form information sent by said member-form sender, through 
said communications section (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, lines 51); 

a member-information storage section which stores the member 
information received by said member-information receiver (Column 9, lines 34- 
52); and 
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a member-information sender which sends the member information 
received by said member-information receiver to said at least one sales-staff 
terminal through said communications section (Column 9, lines 34-52). 

As to claim 3, Saitou teaches the server device according to claim 2, 
wherein: 

each of said input-form sender and said member-form sender sends a 
Web page the includes form information to said at least one user terminal 
(Column 7, lines 41-Column 8, lines 14); and 

said member-information sender sends an e-mail that includes the 
member information received by said member-information receiver to said at 
least one sales-staff terminal (Column 9, lines 34-52). 

As to claim 4, Saitou teaches the server device according to claim 2, 
further comprising: 

a staff-information storage section which stores information regarding at 
least one sales staff, in association with the user information stored in said user- 
information storage section (Column 9, lines 34-52), and 

wherein said information acquirer acquires the user information 
corresponding to the at least one user from said user-information storage 
section, and acquires the information regarding said at least one sales staff from 
said staff-information storage section (Column 9, lines 34-52), and 
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said member-information sender sets, as addressee, an e-mail address 
included in the information regarding said at least one sales staff and acquired by 
said information acquirer, and sends an e-mail including the member information 
acquired by said member-information receiver to said at least one sales staff 
terminal (Column 7, lines 41-Column 8, lines 14). 

As to claim 5, Saitou teaches the server device according to claim 3, 
further comprising 

a staff-information storage section which stores information regarding at 
least one sales staff, in association with the user information stored in said user- 
information storage section (Column 9, lines 34-52), and 

wherein said information acquirer acquires the user information 
corresponding to the at least one user from said user-information storage 
section, and acquires the information regarding said at least one sales staff from 
said staff-information storage section (Column 6, lines 1-51), and 

said member-information sender sets, as addressee, an e-mail address 
included in the information regarding said at least one sale staff and acquired by 
said information acquirer, and sends an e-mail including the member information 
acquired by said member-information receiver to said at least one sales staff 
terminal (Column 7, lines 41-Column 8, lines 14). 
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As to claim 6, Saitou teaches the server device according to claim 2, 
further comprising: 

a confirmation-form sender which sends confirmation-form information for 
confirming whether to send the member information received by said member- 
information receiver to said at least one sales staff, to said at least one user 
terminal through said communications section (Column 5, lines 8-67); and 

a confirmation-information receiver which receives confirmation 
information sent from said at least one user terminal in association with the 
confirmation-form information sent by said confirmation-form sender, through 
said communications section (Column 5, lines 8-67), and 

wherein said member-information sender sends an e-mail including the 
member information received by said member-information receiver to said at 
least one sales-staff terminal, only in a case where said confirmation-information 
receiver receives the confirmation information for confirming whether to send the 
member information to said at least one sales staff (Column 7, lines 41 -Column 
8, lines 14). 

As to claim 7, Saitou teaches the server device according to claim 3, 
further comprising: 

a confirmation-form sender which sends confirmation-form information for 
confirming whether to send the member information received by said member- 
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information receiver to said at least one sales staff, to said at least one user 
terminal through said communications section (Column 5, lines 8-67); and 

a confirmation-information receiver which receives confirmation 
information sent from said at least one user terminal in association with the 
confirmation-form information sent by said confirmation-form sender, through 
said communications section (Column 5, lines 8-67), and 

wherein said member-information sender sends an e-mail including the 
member information received by said member-information receiver to said at 
least one sales-staff terminal, only in a case where said confirmation-information 
receiver receives the confirmation information for confirming whether to send the 
member information to said at least one sales staff (Column 7, lines 41 -Column 
8, lines 14). 

As to claim 8, Saitou teaches the server device according to claim 4, 
further comprising: 

a confirmation-form sender which sends confirmation-form information for 
confirming whether to send the member information received by said member- 
information receiver to said at least one sales staff, to said at least one user 
terminal through said communications section (Column 5, lines 8-67); and 

a confirmation-information receiver which receives confirmation 
information sent from said at least one user terminal in association with the 
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confirmation-form information sent by said confirmation-form sender, through 
said communications section (Column 5, lines 8-67), and 

wherein said member-information sender sends an e-mail including the 
member information received by said member-information receiver to said at 
least one sales-staff terminal, only in a case where said confirmation-information 
receiver receives the confirmation information for confirming whether to send the 
member information to said at least one sales staff (Column 7, lines 41 -Column 
8, lines 14). 

As to claim 9, Saitou teaches a method for supporting member 
registration, comprising the steps of: 

sending input-form information for inputting ID information for identifying at 
least one user, to at least one user terminal through a communications network 
(Column 5, lines 8-67); 

receiving the ID information sent from said at least one user terminal in 
association with the input-form information sent at said step of sending the input- 
form information (Column 5, lines 8-67); 

acquiring user information corresponding to said at least one user in 
association with the ID information received at said step of receiving the ID 
information, from a first storage section which stores in advance the user 
information regarding the at least one user to be a new member of a system 
(Column 6, lines 1-51); 
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setting the user information acquired by said information acquirer in 
member-form information used for inputting member information in a 
predetermined member form to generate thereby member form information 
having at least part of the member information set therein, and sending the 
generated member form information to said at least one user terminal (Column 5, 
lines 8- Column 6, lines 51); 

receiving the member information sent from said at least one user terminal 
in association with the member-form information and user information sent at 
said step of sending the member form (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, lines 51); 
and 

storing the member information received at said step of receiving the 
member information, in a second storage section storing information regarding at 
least one member (Column 9, lines 34-52). 

As to claim 10, Saitou teaches a method for supporting member 
registration, comprising 

sending input-form information for inputting ID information for identifying at 
least one user in a predetermined ID form, to at least one user terminal through a 
communications network (Column 5, lines 8-67); 

receiving the ID information sent from said at least one user terminal in 
association with the input-form information sent at said step of sending the input- 
form information (Column 5, lines 8-67); 
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acquiring user information corresponding to said at least one user 
terminal in association with the ID information received at said step of receiving 
the ID information, from a first storage section which stores in advance the user 
information regarding said at least one user to be a new member of a system 
(Column 6, lines 1-51); 

setting the user information acquired by said information acquirer in 
member-form information used for inputting member information to generate 
thereby member form information having at least part of the member information 
set therein and sending the generated member form information to said at least 
one user terminal (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, lines 51); 

receiving the member information sent from said at least one user terminal 
in association with the member-form information and user information sent at 
said step of sending the member-form information (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, 
lines 51); 

storing the member information received at said step of receiving the 
member information, in a second storage section storing information regarding at 
least one member (Column 9, lines 34-52); and 

sending member information received at said step of receiving the 
member information, to at least one sales-staff terminal through a 
communications network (Column 9, lines 34-52). 

As to claim 11, Saitou teaches the method according to claim 10, wherein: 
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each of said step of sending the input-form information and said step of 
sending the member-form information includes a step of sending a Web page 
that includes form information to said at least one user terminal(Column 7, lines 
41-Column 8, lines 14); and 

said step of sending the member information includes a step of sending an 
e-mail that includes the member information received in said step of receiving the 
member information, to said at least one sales-staff terminal ((Column 9, lines 
34-52). 

As to claim 12, Saitou teaches the method according to claim 10, wherein: 
said step of acquiring the user information includes a step of acquiring the 
user information corresponding to said at least one user from said first storage 
section storing in advance the user information and a step of acquiring 
information regarding at least one sales staff corresponding to the user 
information from a third storage section storing information regarding at least one 
sales staff (Column 9, lines 34-52); and 

said step of sending the member information includes a step of setting, as 
addressee, an e-mail address included in the information regarding the sales 
staff and acquired in said step of acquiring the information and a step of sending 
an e-mail that includes the member information acquired in said step of receiving 
the member information to said at least one sales staff (Column 7, lines 41- 
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Column 8, lines 14). 

As to claim 13, Saitou teaches the method according to claim 11, wherein: 
said step of acquiring the user information includes a step of acquiring the 
user information corresponding to said at least one user from said first storage 
section storing in advance the user information and a step of acquiring 
information regarding at least one sales staff corresponding to the user 
information from a third storage section storing information regarding at least one 
sales staff (Column 6, lines 1-51); and 

said step of sending the member information includes a step of setting, as 
addressee, an e-mail address included in the information regarding the sales 
staff and acquired in said step of acquiring the information and a step of sending 
an e-mail that includes the member information acquired at said step of receiving 
the member information to said at least one sales staff (Column 7, lines 41- 
Column 8, lines 14). 

As to claim 14, Saitou teaches the method according to claim 10, further 
comprising: 

sending confirmation-form information for confirming whether to send the 
member information received in said step of receiving the member information to 
said at least one sales staff, to said at least one user terminal (Column 5, lines 8- 
67); and 
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receiving confirmation information received from said at least one user 
terminal in association with the confirmation-form information sent in said step of 
sending the confirmation-form information (Column 5, lines 8-67), and 

wherein said step of sending the member information includes a step of 
sending an e-mail that includes the member information received at said step of 
receiving the member information to said at least one sales-staff terminal, only in 
a case where the confirmation information for confirming whether to send the 
member information to said at least one sales staff is received in said step of 
receiving the confirmation information (Column 7, lines 41 -Column 8, lines 14). 

As to claim 15, Saitou teaches the method according to claim 11, further 
comprising: 

sending confirmation-form information for confirming whether to send the 
member information received in said step of receiving the member information to 
said at least one sales staff, to said at least one user terminal (Column 5, lines 8- 
67); and 

receiving confirmation information received from said at least one user 
terminal in association with the confirmation-form information sent at said step of 
sending the confirmation-form information (Column 5, lines 8-67), and 

wherein said step of sending the member information includes a step of 
sending an e-mail that includes the member information received in said step of 
receiving the member information to said at least one sales-staff terminal, only in 
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a case where the confirmation information for confirming whether to send the 
member information to said at least one sales staff is received in said step of 
receiving the confirmation information (Column 7, lines 41 -Column 8, lines 14). 

As to claim 16, Saitou teaches the method according to claim 12, further 
comprising: 

sending confirmation-form information for confirming whether to send the 
member information received in said step of receiving the member information to 
said at least one sales staff, to said at least one user terminal (Column 5, lines 8- 
67); and 

receiving confirmation information received from said at least one user 
terminal in association with the confirmation-form information sent at said step of 
sending the confirmation-form information (Column 5, lines 8-67), and 

wherein said step of sending the member information includes a step of 
sending an e-mail that includes the member information received in said step of 
receiving the member information to said at least one sales-staff terminal, only in 
a case where the confirmation information for confirming whether to send the 
member information to said at least one sales staff is received in said step of 
receiving the confirmation information (Column 7, lines 41 -Column 8, lines 14). 
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As to claim 17, Saitou teaches a computer readable recording medium 
recording a program for controlling a computer to execute a method for 
supporting member registration, and said method comprising the steps of: 

sending input-form information for inputting ID information for identifying at 
least one user, to at least one user terminal through a communications network 
(Column 5, lines 8-67); 

receiving the ID information sent from said at least one user terminal in 
association with the input-form information sent at said step of sending the input- 
form information (Column 5, lines 8-67); 

acquiring user information corresponding to said at least one user in 
association with the ID information received at said step of receiving the ID 
information, from a first storage section which stores in advance the user 
information regarding the at least one user to be a new member of a system 
(Column 6, lines 1-51); 

setting the user information acquired by said information acquirer in 
member-form information used for inputting member information to generate 
thereby member form information having at least part of the member information 
set therein and sending the generated member form information to said at least 
one user terminal (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, lines 51); 

receiving the member information sent from said at least one user terminal 
in association with the member-form information and user information sent in 
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said step of sending the member form (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, lines 51); 
and 

storing the member information received in said step of receiving the 
member information, in a second storage section storing information regarding at 
least one member (Column 9, lines 34-52). 

As to claim 18, Saitou teaches a computer readable recording medium 
recording a program for controlling a computer to execute a method for 
supporting member registration, and said method comprising the steps of: 

sending input-form information for inputting ID information for identifying at 
least one user in a predetermined ID form, to at least one user terminal through a 
communications network (Column 5, lines 8-67); 

receiving the ID information sent form said at least one user terminal in 
association with the input-form information sent at said step of sending the input- 
form information (Column 5, lines 8-67); 

acquiring user information corresponding to said at least one user terminal 
in association with the ID information received at said step of receiving the ID 
information, from a first storage section which stores in advance the user 
information regarding said at least one user to be a new member of a system 
(Column 6, lines 1-51); 

setting the user information acquired by said information acquirer in 
member-form information used for inputting member information to generate 
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thereby member form information having at least part of the member information 
set therein and sending the generated member form information to said at least 
one user terminal (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, lines 51); 

receiving the member information sent from said at least one user terminal 
in association with the member-form information and user information sent at 
said step of sending the member-form information (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, 
lines 51); 

storing the member information received in said step of receiving the 
member information, in a second storage section storing information regarding at 
least one member (Column 9, lines 34-52); and 

sending member information received in said step of receiving the 
member information, to at least one sales-staff terminal through a 
communications network (Column 9, lines 34-52). 

As to claim 19, Saitou teaches a computer data signal embodied in a 
carrier wave and representing an instruction sequence for controlling a computer 
to execute a method for supporting member registration, and said method 
comprising the steps of: 

sending input-form information for inputting ID information for identifying at 
least one user, to at least one user terminal through a communications network 
(Column 5, lines 8-67); 



Application/Control Number: 10/058,082 Page 21 

Art Unit: 2155 

receiving the ID information sent from said at least one user terminal in 
association with the input-form information sent at said step of sending the input- 
form information (Column 5, lines 8-67); 

acquiring user information corresponding to said at least one user in 
association with the ID information received at said step of receiving the ID 
information, from a first storage section which stores in advance the user 
information regarding the at least one user to be a new member of a system 
(Column 6, lines 1-51); 

setting the user information acquired by said information acquirer in 
member-form information used for inputting member information to generate 
thereby member form information having at least part of the member information 
set therein and sending the generated member form information to said at least 
one user terminal (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, lines 51); 

receiving the member information sent from said at least one user terminal 
in association with the member-form information and user information sent in 
said step of sending the member form (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, lines 51); 
and 

storing the member information received in said step of receiving the 
member information, in a second storage section storing information regarding at 
least one member (Column 9, lines 34-52). 
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As to claim 20, Saitou teaches a computer data signal embodied in a 
carrier wave and representing an instruction sequence for controlling a computer 
to execute a method for supporting member registration, and said method 
comprising the steps of: 

sending input-form information for inputting ID information for identifying at 
least one user in a predetermined ID form, to at least one user terminal through a 
communications network (Column 5, lines 8-67); 

receiving the ID information sent form said at least one user terminal in 
association with the input-form information sent at said step of sending the input- 
form information (Column 5, lines 8-67); 

acquiring user information corresponding to said at least one user terminal 
in association with the ID information received at said step of receiving the ID 
information, from a first storage section which stores in advance the user 
information regarding said at least one user to be a new member of a system 
(Column 6, lines 1-51); 

setting the user information acquired by said information acquirer in 
member-form information used for inputting member information to generate 
thereby member form information having at least part of the member information 
set therein and sending the generated member form information to said at least 
one user terminal; 

receiving the member information sent from said at least one user terminal 
in association with the member-form information and user information sent in 
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said step of sending the member-form information (Column 5, lines 8- Column 6, 
lines 51); 

storing the member information received in said step of receiving the 
member information, in a second storage section storing information regarding at 
least one member (Column 9, lines 34-52); and 

sending member information received in said step of receiving the 
member information, to at least one sales-staff terminal through a 
communications network (Column 9, lines 34-52). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed on September 06, 2005 have been fully 

considered but they are not persuasive. 

In the remarks, the applicant argues in substance that; A) Claims 19 and 
20 are statutory. 

In response to A) It does not appear that a claim reciting a signal encoded 
with functional descriptive material falls within any of the categories of patentable 
subject matter set forth in 101 . 

The Supreme Court has read the term "manufacture" in accordance with 
its dictionary definition to mean "the production of articles for use from raw or 
prepared material by giving to these materials new forms, qualities, properties, or 
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combinations, whether by hand-labor or by machinery". The definition requires 
physical substance, which a claimed signal does not have. 

A product is a tangible physical article or object, some form of matter, 
which a signal is not. That the other two product classes, machine and 
composition of matter, require physical matter is evidence that a manufacture 
was also intended to require physical matter. A signal, a form of energy, does not 
fall within either of the two definitions of manufacture. Thus, a signal does not fall 
within one of the four statutory classes of § 101 . 

Therefore, the claimed invention in claims 19 and 20 are non-statutory 
subject matter. 



Conclusion 

5. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the 

new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
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filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 
571-272-7969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
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have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll -free). 
Faruk Hamza 
Patent Examiner 
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